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Abstract

This paper investigates major points of tourism sector in Uzbekistan while making emphasize on
outlook development perspectives of marketing as whole. Moreover, the way of tourism
advancement with major outcomes and shortcomings are also underlined with the systematic
analyses. In addition, socio-economic development of the study with the positive modernization
and diversification possibilities were stated in order to conduct probable future investigations in
the future. Finally yet importantly, eco-tourism perspective of country has been analyzed and
accentuated as one of the most developing direction of tourism at all.
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INTRODUCTION

In the area of globalization, Tourism’s impact on the economic and social development of a
country can be enormous while opening it up for business, trade and capital investment,
creating jobs and entrepreneurialism for the workforce and protecting heritage and cultural
values (Abdukarimov B.A, 2013).

To fully understand its impact, however, governments, policy makers and businesses
around the world require accurate and reliable data on the impact of the sector. On this way,
data is needed to help assess policies that govern future industry development and to provide
knowledge to help guide successful and sustainable Travel & Tourism investment decisions
(Akhoondnejad, 2016; Alegre & Garau, 2010).

For 25 years of independence, Uzbekistan has been quantifying the economic impact of
Travel & Tourism. Travel & Tourism generated US$7.6 trillion (10% of global GDP) and 277
million jobs (1 in 11 jobs) for the global economy in 2014. Recent years have seen Travel &

Tourism growing at a faster rate than both the wider economy and other significant sectors such
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as automotive, financial services and health care. Last year was no exception. International
tourist arrivals also surged, reaching nearly 1.14 billion and visitor spending more than matched
that growth. Visitors from emerging economies now represent a 46% share of these
international arrivals (up from 38% in 2000), proving the growth and increased opportunities for
travel from those in these new markets. The sector faces challenges while facing internal and
external political modifications (Akhoondnejad, 2016; Alegre & Garau, 2010).

Therefore, only in 2016 of December 2, the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoev directed humber of changes to push tourism sector as whole. Accordingly,
"Measures to ensure the rapid development of tourism in the Republic of Uzbekistan” Decree"
that was outsourced on national magazine “Xalkso’zi” (People's word) on December 7 in 2016
introduces the status of a strategic sector of the economy, sustainable development, structural
change and the diversification of the economy, employment, and directed it into a powerful tool
for improving the quality of life of the population. Relatively, they may start a new stage in the

development of this industry on the basis of it.

METHODOLOGY

According to UNWTO, Uzbekistan is one of the 24 participating countries of the organization's
Silk Road program. The 12,000-kilometer-long rich and diverse historic-cultural center and the
attractive natural tourism destination, the Great Silk Road, can be understood as a tourism
development concept. The share of the participating countries of the Great Silk Road program is
30% of international tourist visits worldwide and 20% of income.

Despite the fact that tourism has a positive impact on the region's economy, it is known that
in spite of the fact that at present all regions of Uzbekistan cannot fully utilize their tourist
resources to attract tourists and improve the region's economy. In doing so, there is a need for
transferring responsibility and accountability to the region, especially to the district and city
levels.

Regional government structures and newly established ministries are facing the

following tasks according to Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Structure and policy of tourism in Uzbekistan
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For the development of the tourism industry, subjects of this sphere have tax benefits, and
licensing procedures have been simplified and liberalized. Businesses engaged in tourist and
excursion services are exempt from value added tax. The practice of issuing licenses without
validity period has been introduced. Local efforts are being taken to boost tourism and enhance
its role and role in raising the welfare of its citizens. Every year, the World Tourism Forum has
become a tradition. The World Tourism Forum was held in Istanbul in 2016, one of the largest
and most prestigious cities in the world. During the Summit with the participation of tourism
industry leaders from many countries around the world, 123 speakers from different countries
and international organizations shared their experiences in the development of the industry with
over 5,000 listeners.

The issues of tourism development, investment in tourism, the impact of politics on

tourism, congress tourism, and health tourism were discussed during the meeting. In 2016

Licensed under Creative Common Page 479


http://ijecm.co.uk/

© Abduganievich

tourism accounted for 10% of global Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 7% of international trade
and 30% of services. In the world, if one takes place directly and indirectly, one out of every 11
jobs is worth the tourism.

Uzbekistan also pays special attention to the development of tourism. The Decree of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated December 2, 2016 "On Measures to Speed Up
the Development of the Republic of Uzbek Tourism Industry”" was adopted in order to fully and
effectively use the existing opportunities in the sphere of tourism and strengthening the
organizational and legal framework of the industry.

The State Committee for Tourism Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan was
established on the basis of the abolished national company "Uzbektourism", with the purpose of
effective implementation of the state policy and the implementation of the above targets and
priorities.

Among the tasks of the Committee are, first of all, the provision of comprehensive
support for the promotion of entrepreneurship in the tourism industry, not the implementation of
supervisory and administrative functions, elimination of barriers to tourism development, and the
promotion of tourism in the tourism services market.

The foreign investors involved in these activities will receive privileges. For example, if
hotels and motels have at least a four-star rating, they are exempt from profit tax, land and
property tax, and single tax. Tour operators are exempted from the compulsory sale of foreign
currency income from tourist services they have provided.

According to international experience, travelers prefer to travel to countries where visa
procedures are easy to navigate. According to the above-mentioned Decree, the partial visa
regime will be abolished for citizens of 15 states, aged 55, coming from Uzbekistan from April 1
to April 30, 2017.

This Decree is intended for tourists and is intended to create advantages for touristic
organizations. The Decree envisages the implementation of the crucial measures to radically
reform the tourism industry, which requires the transition to a qualitatively new level of state
policy in this area, which defines the following main objectives and priorities (Figure 2).

The Decree also outlines a wide range of issues on a number of issues, including
cooperation with international organizations, licensing and certification of tourism services,
training and retraining of personnel. In a word, the document covers all types of tourism
activities, and such a comprehensive approach will serve to further develop tourism in

Uzbekistan.
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Figure 2. Possible ways of tourism deployment in Uzbekistan

Formation of favorable conditions for activity of subjects of tourism
industry, elimination of barriers and obstacles in tourism development.

Simplification of visa and registration procedures and simplification of passport and

customs control;

Implementation of complex measures to ensure the safety of life and health of
tourists and tourists in the organization of tourist services;

Accelerated development of tourism, other types of tourism, such as

educational, ethnographic, gastronomic, sports, medical, rural, industrial, business
tourism, youth, family tourism, social tourism for the elderly

Expansion of cooperation with international and national tourism organizations of
foreign countries

Expansion of cooperation with active participants of regional and global markets of

tourism services

Participation in universal international conventions and agreements regulating
Uzbekistan's tourism sector,

Implementation of international and interstate standards and norms in tourism;

Accelerated development of objects of the modern tourism industry in all regions
of the republic, accelerated construction and reconstruction of road-transport and
| engineering; )

Development of competitive tourism products and services, organization of new
tourist destinations in the regions, promotion in international tourist markets;

| Improve the system of qualified personnel training for the tourism sector. ]
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TOURISM AND MARKETING IN UZBEKISTAN

Economic indicators of the world tourist market over the past decades have shown a steady
growth trend. According to the World Tourism Organization, the average growth rate of world
tourism in the last 50 years is 6% per year, which is much higher than the average annual
growth rate of the world economy. In 2010, 950 million of the world's 7 billion people crossed
the border, with international visits of over 200 million people. At that time, the tourism industry,
with its own development, occupied the 4th place in the export of goods and services in the
world, after the fuel and energy complex, chemical and automotive industry.

At the initiative of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoev
measures to increase the literacy potential are being implemented. Particularly, the model of
balanced regional and inter-sectoral development based on complex approaches based on the
UN Millennium Development Goals is being developed in the country.

“Strategy for Action in the Five Priorities of the Republic of Uzbekistan” in 2017-2021,
makes better development in the way of tourism deployment. Complex and balanced socio-
economic modernization of the region, towns and cities, their utilization. To ensure the complex
and effective use of each region's natural, mineral resources, industrial, agricultural, tourist and
labor potential to accelerate socio-economic development, increase the living standards and
income of the people".

Through its rich heritage, Uzbekistan has been a favorite place for tourists and
merchants for many centuries. Over the past 25 years of independence, creative work has been
carried out on the way to the development of the industry. However, due to institutional
problems in the area, the development did not show the effect of "positive explosion" as
expected. At present, the direct and indirect share of tourism in the country's GDP is much lower
than expected, while touristic and public services in the structure of paid services rendered to
the population.

Nevertheless, the number of tourists visiting the country increased compared to the early
years of independence. Compared with other countries in the region, we can see that
Uzbekistan has the largest number of touristic products. At the same time, its central location in
the region, rich historical, cultural and natural heritage make for the international tourist market.

The most important thing is that peace and quiet in the country are an invaluable gift,
and Uzbekistan is one of the safest countries for tourists. Uzbekistan ranks among the 38 most
peaceful countries in the world in terms of the state of affairs and development trends in 162
countries around the world. These countries are recognized as the most peaceful states in
which terrorist activities are not affected by their social and economic lives. Moreover, the

hospitality of the Uzbek people is recognized worldwide as well. According to a survey
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published on the International Internet Survey, tourists admit that Uzbekistan is the most
hospitality among CIS countries.

We are all pleased that active efforts have been made to turn tourism into the key
income-generating area of Uzbekistan. This sector is seen as an important factor in the further
increase in the direct and indirect share of GDP in GDP, employment growth in the sector, and

the development of tourism.

CONCLUSION

To conclude with, on measures on ensuring rapid development of tourism industry in
Uzbekistan and for the purpose of providing the effective organization of activities of the State
committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on tourism development need to determine the main
objectives and activities of the State committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on tourism
development.

On this way, government ensures forming and implementation of the complete concept
of tourism development directed to radical increase in tourist capacity of the country, giving to
tourism of the status of the strategic sector of economy, carrying out single state policy in the
sphere of tourism.

Moreover, tourism infrastructure may implement marketing researches on external and
internal markets of tourist services, sale of active promotional and informational policy in the
sphere of tourism directed to broad promotion of historical and cultural heritage, preserving and
development of tourist image of the Republic of Uzbekistan, promotion of national tourist
products and brands for the international tourist markets.

Last but not the least, coordination of development and monitoring of sale national and
regional programs of complex development of internal, entrance and outbound tourism, the
accelerated development of the wide range of types of tourism, attraction of foreign
investments, and also credits and grants of the international financial institutions and other
organizations in development of the tourist infrastructure conforming to international standards.
Finally, coordination of development of tourist activities, ensuring creation of new tourist routes
in regions, carrying out their certification, forming of unified national registers along tourist
routes and tourist objects are believed as a major feature of development.

Scope for the future research of this segment is linked with perspective changes in the
sector of tourism and its subsectors as whole. On this way, further investigations could be

conducted deeply in order to define outcomes and highlight shortcomings.

Licensed under Creative Common Page 483


http://ijecm.co.uk/

© Abduganievich

REFERENCES

Appadurai, A. (1990) Disjuncture and difference in the global cultural economy, Theory, Culture &
Society, 7, pp. 295-310.

Bakhtin, M. (1965) La cultura popular en la Edad Media y el Renacimiento: El contexto de Franc,oise
Rabelais (Madrid: Alianza Editorial).

Boissevain, J. (1996) Introduction, in: J. Boissevain (Ed.) Coping with Tourists: European Reactions to
Mass Tourism (Oxford: Berghahn).

Boissevain, J. (2003) Confronting the tourist industry in Malta, in: R. Murs’ic” and |. Weber (Eds)
Mediterranean Ethological Summer School, Vol. 5 (Ljubljana: Department of Ethnology and Cultural
Anthropology, University of Ljubljana).

Boniface, P. (1999) Tourism and cultures: consensus in the making?, in: M. Robinson and P. Boniface
(Eds) Tourism and Cultural Conflicts (Wallingford: CABI Publishing).

Bourdieu, P. (1999[1979]) La Distincion: Criterios y Bases Socialesdel Gusto (Madrid: Taurus).

Bramwell, B. (Ed.) (2004) Coastal Mass Tourism: Diversification and Sustainable Development in
Southern Europe (Clevedon: Channel View Publications).

Britton, S. G. (1982) The political economy of tourism in the Third World, Annals of Tourism Research, 9,
pp. 331-58.

Chadefaud, M. (1987) Aux origines du tourismedans les pays de I'Adour: Du mythea® I'espace: un essai
de ge’ographiehistorique (Pau: De’partement de ge ographie et dame 'nagement de I'Universite” de Pau
et des Pays de I'Adour, et Centre de recherche sur I'impact socio-spatial de 'ame’'negament).

Coles, T., Duval, D. T. and Hall, C. M. (2005) Sobre el turismo y la movilidadentiempos de movimiento y
conjeturaposdisciplinar, Poli'tica y sociedad, 42(1), pp. 85-99.

Crain, M. (1996) Contested territories: the politics of touristic development at the shrine of El Roci’o in
Southwestern Andalusia, in: J. Boissevain (Ed.) Coping with Tourists: European Reactions to Mass
Tourism (Oxford: Berghahn).

Dahles, N. (1996) The social construction of Mokum: tourism and the quest for local identity in
Amsterdam, in: J. Boissevain (Ed.) Coping with Tourists: European Reactions to Mass Tourism (Oxford:
Berghahn).

Duim, V. R. van der (2005) Tourismscapes: An Actor-Network Perspective on Sustainable Tourism
Development (Wageningen: Wageningen University).

Franklin, A. (2003) The tourist syndrome: an interview with Zygmunt Bauman, Tourist Studies, 3(2), pp.
205-17.

Franklin, A. and Crang, M. (2001) The trouble with tourism and travel theory, Tourist Studies, 1, pp. 5-22.

Furlough, E. (1998) Making mass vacations: tourism and consumer culture in France, Comparative
Studies in Society and History, 40, pp. 247-86.

Garci'aGarci’a, J. L. (1998) De la culturacomopatrimonio al patrimonio cultural, Poli'tica y Sociedad, 27,
pp. 9-20.

Gaviria, M. (1974) Espan™a a go-go”: Turismo charter y neocolonialismodelespacio (Madrid: Turner
Ediciones).

Gaviria, M. (1976) El turismo de invierno y el asentamiento de extranjerosen la provincia de Alicante
(Alicante: Instituto de EstudiosAlicantinos, Diputacio’n de Alicante).

Hall, D. and Richards, G. (Eds) (2000) Tourism and Sustainable Community Development (London
andNew York: Routledge).

Harrison, D. and Hitchcock, M. (Eds) (2006) The Politics of World Heritage: Negotiating Tourism and
Conservation (Clevedon: Channel View Publications).

Licensed under Creative Common Page 484



International Journal of Economics, Commerce and Management, United Kingdom

Haug, B., Dann, G. M. S. and Mehmetoglu, M. (2007) Little Norway in Spain: from tourism to migration,
Annals of Tourism Research, 34(1), pp. 202-22.

Horkheimer, M. and Adorno, T. (1999[1947]) Diale’ctica de la llustracio’'n: FragmentosFiloso ficos
(Madrid: Trotta).

JurdaoArrones, F. and Sa’'nchez Elena, M. (1990) Espan™a, asilo de Europa (Barcelona: Planeta).
Kanbur, R. (1998) Aid, conditionality, and debt in Africa, Africa Notes, Cornell University.

Lengkeek, J. and Swain, M. (Eds) (2006) Proceedings of the Symposium on Theoretical Innovations in
Tourism Studies, Wageningen, 9-10 June 2005.

McCool, S. F., Moisey, R. N. and Nickerson, N. P. (2001) What should tourism sustain? The disconnect
with industry perceptions of useful indicators, Journal of Travel Research, 40, pp. 124-31.

Mandly, A. (2002) Aportacio'n a la Comisio’n de Cultura y Patrimonio, in: Informe de las Aportaciones de
Expertos/as a las Comisiones de Trabajodel Plan de ActuacionesEstrate’gicas para la Provincia de
Ma’laga (MADECA 10), Excma (Ma’'laga: Excma. Diputacio’'n de Ma’laga).

Marti'n-Barbero, J. (1998 [1987]) De losmedios a las mediaciones: Comunicacio’n, cultura y hegemoni’a,
5th edn (Barcelona: Editorial Gustavo Gili).

Mazo'n, T. and Aledo, A. (2005) Turismoresidencial y cambio social: Nuevasperspectivasteo’ricas y
empiricas (Alicante: Universidad de Alicante).

Meethan, K. (2003) Mobile cultures? Hybridity, tourism and cultural change, Tourism and Cultural
Change, 1(1),pp. 11-28.

Nogue’'sPedregal, A. M. (2002) Culture, transactions and profitable meanings, in: U. Kockel (Ed.) Culture
and Economy: Contemporary Perspectives (Aldershot: Ashgate).

Nogue'sPedregal, A. M. (2003) La culturaencontextosturi’sticos, in: A. M. Nogue'sPedregal (Ed.) Cultura
y turismo (Sevilla: Signaturaediciones).

Nogue’sPedregal, A.M. (2006) Ruralismo y tecnotropismo: turismo y desarrolloen la Bonaigua, Pasos:
revista de turismo y patrimonio cultural, 4(1), pp. 53—68.

Nogue’sPedregal, A. M. (2007) Quiza'sunacuestio’n de topologi‘a social: Moebius, la interculturalidad y
losresidenteseuropeosen Alicante, RevistaValencianad’Etnologia, 2, pp. 28-33.

Nu'n“ez, T.A. (1963) Tourism, tradition and acculturation: Weekendismo in a Mexican village, Ethnology,
2(3),pp. 347-352.

Odermatt, P. (1996) A case of neglect? The politics of (re)presentation: a Sardinian case, in: J.
Boissevain (Ed.) Coping with Tourists: European Reactions to Mass Tourism (Oxford: Berghahn).

O’Reilly, K. (2000) The British on the Costa del Sol: Transnational Identities and Local Communities
(London: Routledge).

Picard, M. (1995) Cultural tourism in Bali, in: M-F. Lanfant, J. B. Allcock and E. M. Brunner (Eds)
International Tourism: Identity and Change (London: Sage).

Powell, M. (2006) Which knowledge? Whose reality? An overview of knowledge use in the development
sector, Development in Practice, 16(6), pp. 516-32.

Puijk, R. (1996) Dealing with fish and tourists: a case study from northern Norway, in: J. Boissevain (Ed.)
Coping with Tourists: European Reactions to Mass Tourism (Oxford: Berghahn).

Reid, D. G. (2003) Tourism, Globalization and Development: Responsible Tourism Planning (London:
Pluto Press).

Licensed under Creative Common Page 485


http://ijecm.co.uk/

